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LEETTER, Ac, 


REVEREND SIR, 


You muſt ſuffer the intruſion of an Undergraduate without 


receiving any apology: I know you will reſent it as highly 


| inconſiſtent with your dignity, and I truſt you will feel it no leſs 


_ unwelcome to your repole. Your appointment of a Junior as 


Lecturer, and the manner in which the appoinment is confirmed on 


your part, have removed every ſentiment of reverence which your 


Ration naturally inſpires, and have induced me to addreſs you in a 


ſtyle ſomewhat rude and abrupt, 
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An abuſe of power, when ſanctioned by precedent becomes a privilege: 
I am too well acquainted with the general character of à Senior Fellow, 
and the pertinacity with which theſe animals preſerve their own habits 
and opinions, to expect t chat any change can be produced by expoſtu- 


lation. The precedent will, no doubt, be eſtabliſhed; the validity of 
the precedent, I much wilh to deſtroy. 


The Fellows of thi Society, it may be preſumed, evince by their 
election their capacity of adminiſtering its offices, and by their con- 
nection with its intereſts have a Prior claim to every lucrative employ: 
ment which it affords. Their right, it ſhould ſeem, cannot be ſuperſed- 
ed but by ſome extraordinary diſqualification. The other Seniors may 
with juſtice alſo complain, fince each poſleſſes aprior claim to the Junior | 
by virtue of that rule, which gives the preference to the Senior. Nor 
unleſs i in peculiar caſes will this rule ever be infringed without an evil 
influence upon che welfare of che Society. For promotion will then 
become precarious and uncertain, and many able men will conſequently 
withdraw themſelves from that line of life, where their abilities ſhould 
ever be ſought with avidity, and where they cannot fail to be exerted 
with ſuccels. A court ſyſtem of fraud and colluſion will be introduced, 
and the character of che Society ſhamefully debaſed. Such will be the 


evil conſequences; and I affirm, that in preſent calc the intereſts of your 


College 


„ 
College demand an obſervance of the general rule in contempt of m 


advantage which the infringement may offer. 


If you will expand and improve this reaſoning, you will be convinced 
that you have atted molt unjuſtly ; if you can anticipate the immediate 
conſequences of your conduct, you will be ſenſible that you have acted 
moſt imprudently. All thoſe whom you have included in the dif- 
graceful. parentheſis, you have made your enemies; and they are 
enemies, Sir, whoſe enmity 18 of the moſt defenſible nature, ſince it is 
provoked by a palpable j injury. But you are perhaps inclined in the 
commencement of your official career to imitate the General, who hav- 
ing enjoyed an age of conqueſt, purpoſely embarraſſed his ſituation 
to diſplay the force of his good fortune and ability. You have indeed 
5 marked the ground of an attack. which your character, however well 
ä eſtabliſhed, cannot withſtand; and your name, which has hitherto been 
received always with reſpeRt, and not unfrequently with eſteem, muſt 
now become an object of reproach. You have completely reduced the 
inequality which we expefied 70 remark between yourſelf and your 
predeceſſor; nor will your injuſtice and partiality be leſs notorious than 


his indolence and incapacity. 


1 

Jam ſenſible the Senior poſſeſſes an imperſect right; nor can I deny 
the power of the College to admit or reject his claim, as adventitious 
circumllances may advice. But I cannot ſuppoſe, that an indefinite 
power of election reſides in the Tutor. The diſpoſal of the Lefureſhip 
is a e of great value, and conſequently attended with power 
of large cxtent, which, as you have given an amplc proof, when con- 
ſigned to one, who acknowledges no reſponſibility, is capable ot the 


molt injurious abuſe. 


But, Sir, had not the manner in which YOu confirmed the appoint. 
ment, engaged my attention more than the injuſtice and imprudence 
| of the mcaſure itſelf as being no peer of your realm, I ih ould not have 
: entered my proteſt. You would only nave excited my compaſſion 
as a man whoſe prudence and virtue were of the mot ſeeble conſti- 
tution, and would yield implicitly | to the lighteſt exertions of pre- 
judice « and intereſt, You now excite my indignation, not as a mortal 


frail in being ſeduced by ev il, but as one prompt to avow and ſup- 


port it. 


On application ſor a fair diſcuſſion of che cole. you ſcemed to con- 
fider the immunities of your lation impudently invaded by a deſire 
remonſtrance. You ſounded aloud the horn of battle, and proclaimed. 


the 


6 90 


the object of appeal a ſubject of contention for oppoſite forces, con- 
fidently relying on that enormous power, with which you can defend 
the moſt flagrant oppreſſion. I ſhall obſerve that I regard theſe mea- 
ſures as planned and executed by Mr. C. alone. Mr. P. though he did 
not accede might comply with them, not perhaps wholly unmindful. 
that if Deſpotiſm was divided again! herſelf, the goodly fabric which 
the poſſeſſed would totter to its foundations. By parity of intcreſts 
and engagements, the charatters of theſe gentlemen have been hitherto 
cloſely connected, and they were uſually hailed as a par nobile fratrum. 
Their names ſhall be henceforth carefully diſtinguiſhed. To your's, 
Sir, a negative value may be attached, which, when oppoſed to your 
worthy colleague's, may form an exact counterpoile: and thus in eſtimat- 
ing the merits of this renowned Duumvirate, the countlels cypher will 


be the ſinal reſult. 


In general no one can entertain a ſtronger av verſion to an anonymous 
writer than my RE: Enveloped in the cloud, and precluding every 
means of conviction 1 would delpiſe the myſterious oracle, and deem 
each alſertion a lie, each reproof a calumny: I conceive the preſent caſe 
py” fair ex! option 10 the general rule. . ere I to av OW myſelf, the lordly 
brute would fell me at a blow. Convened, arraigned, and expelled for 


differing 


(- 10 


differing in opinion with Mr. C. I might protratt a miſerable exiſtence 
in poverty and neglect. Deprive him of his fatal inſiruments of venge- 
ance, I will then preſent myſelf before the harn leſs monſter, and 
maintain with unbluſhing front, what [ have written with an uncorrupt- 


ed heart. 


Sir, I am convinced by your preſent conduct, that your judgment is 
puerile; and notwithſtanding the verſatility of your powers, I am not 
inclined to think better of your abilities in reply. 7 confeſs, the learning 
and genius of a Senior F ellow may in my opinion be numbered among 
thoſe things which acquire veneration from obſcurity. When the 
traveller views a gothic n ruin in a miſt, he may conceive it perfect, and 

magnify its importance; on a clearer ex mination he finds it cirrum- 
ſcribed by the narroweſt limits, and much of the little it could ever 


| boaſt, mouldering into duſt, 


If the truth of an aſſertion can ever he admitted, where enquiry muſt : 
5 be ſo vague and uncertain, + hope 1 n wil be believed, when I ſolemnly 
affirm, that I am not one of thoſe, who, if they thick wall, mult think 


themſelves injured by you; your condułt never affected me in un- mog 5 


diſtant degree. I once eſteemed your charadter, nor have my affections 5 


defended 


Wa «* 


„ 
deſcended through any intermediate changes; extreme diſguſt now occu- 


pies the place of that eſteem, 


I am one of thoſe who abhor deſpotiſm in any ſoil. I have obſerved 
that it flouriſhes no where ſo luxuriantly as in a College, and I was reſolv- 


ed on the firſt opportunity to inſult it. 
 Your's, &c. 


AN UNDERGRADUATE. 
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